JOHN THOMAS QUEKETT

Joms Touns Quexarr was born at Langport i Somersst on 11, August
it et e e
of oin Bartiec. Hs father's family came orignaly rom Scotland, setline
' Lancashire some sears afer Calloden
Wilis fathr nad ben Kiled st Buskers il and b was brought
up by his grandfther, who had soquired an estaje at Bolton-by-Bowiand,
s educated at Cockermonth Grammas Schod, whre be femained
e e g e e ey
s headmasier, wikh the ineation of rading for Haly Orders, he Joamed
o the vacancy for the mastersip of the Endowsd Grammat School at
Langport and wis successul in obtaining the sppoitment, Here he
remaineg, 2 wellloved and respectad figare from 1790 until bis desth fn
T582. I the words of s cldet son, the Reverend, Wiliam
cated *he Sans of all the gentry in the fown and neighbourhood, and
Winaing for Rimself universa respect -
My father was very carstul about the cducaton of his sons® wiote
William many years later. ' He encouraged us from our earliest
s cur eyes and hangs i he pursut of knowledge and instructed s in

. We ma
which ran at the bottom of our parden we became expert fishermen.
Fishing was our father’s favourite sport, learned in his boyhood among the
lakes of Cumberland.  We also became good shots, nd e could all swim
lie fhes, Each of s was enc fo take up some branch of natural
history, and we mads lrgs colections of ey i botany, o entomology,
urmﬂmloy. and zoology, having, nearly a the Brickh bi
P e were all eccated at home; and it speaks highly fr our Tt
B that we sl 0

o have a picture o a family of well cducated young
8 hvely terest in Gutdoor purslts aid In the plants, aninal 20d in

i ohserved for hemasive, Sl wonder all th brofaers

A scentifle carery or reained some nferet o siece,
cldes, Wiliah, fook Holy Orders, He revedls in his autobiography that

Club in 1869. The second son, Edward, took up banking as  carcer. He
was noted g8 an omithologs: and was & founder member omerset
Arczeclog

2 practice in L

medici ought
lived w503 Wcllclm Sq\lam yoi G1bl= sm«, et door to s eldest brother
In his m actice e also estured in botany
Soepiel, Ho wes vicualy hs et of s Nocnssbomenl
somh; of Landon and it s T s house that the rclminary mestngs

John Thomas was the youngest of the brothers, and in common with the
iner members of the family, devloped a ikin for natural istory pursits.

At an early age he cvinced spe st in microscopy and not
RN
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THE OPENING PAGE OF JOHN QUEKETT'S DIARY

tion o intruments a1d accssories,an abilty which he developed

onstruc
and retained all His e, At tho sale of N cfiects two lather, 8 Targe
pantity of stock and a number of unfinished

umber s, 3 q 1
items of work were auctioned, showing that he was actively engaged. i

making, or at least m capting instruments, a5 30 many of us
do todiy. It is recorded that when he was gave

3 f age he
course of lecures on TIGT0ScoRy £0 T DDl 6 h fehers Soho, and
that for this he contrived 2 micrascope from cdds and ends of metal
acquired for the purpose from  local marine store deal

s brother Edwin, John dscided to_enter the medical protession:
Tt was still the custom at this time for aspiring entrants to serve
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ONE OF QUEKETT'S PREPARATIONS OF INJECTED
BL00D VEssELs (Natural size)

with an established practitioner. After an initial training
yith 3 surgeon in Langport, he came o London o an ;})prmﬂne to_his
brot as a student at the London Hospital Medical
e, and t Kings Collge Londom:

i 1840 b qualifin at, Apothocaris Hall and also gained his Diploma
from the Royal College of Surgeons of England.

In the same year in which he qualified he was also successful in the

and Comy

is a manuseript pro
of Dissections performed by Willam Crozier and John QAeken "

At the conclusion of his Studentship in 1843, Quekett was appointed
Assistant Conservator of he Hunteran Museum under Richard Owen,
Willgm Clfy the devoted gusstan of John Hunter, bad been al_)pqimed

an e

epa ot e i M. Quhm s then made Conservator
and at the same time was also created Pminssn( of Histology. He
Continued in these posts unch bis untimely deatl

Daring the tenure of the Studentship, Quekett made a great number of

s, in
purchased by the College and many more were added as
By a Siroke of good fortane, he collction survived the bombing and the
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subssquent viisinudes of the Collsge coletions in the last war. A b
Broportion of the slides aro sill inact undoubtedly a good deal of i
Bevboraton. drat 0 suf the collection must  inevitably
e e e e

en quite 8 number of the fuid mounts are in ressonable conditon;
in this connection 1t 1 interesting. o rocal that Goadby, mveator of the
preservative s that bear his fame, worked slongsde Quekert ot the

¢ took up his dutes on 17 August 1640, Quekets

mencen to kg 4 ey T Wk he o y-to-day actvites at
e volumes for oottt a and January to

in the College Library. ' The volume 1842-43 is in our own

‘The diaries convey a good insight into his working routi
isferences o men e Know and wiose s il ivays be asociated with

the hitry ol i
cpenter, e you
1840, Smnh (m Smﬂh a0 B“id()

Sowerby, Woodward

‘young Toppi
e oy otorenses o o Soparanty T s o Tor
This wml!dT:e Amos, then, in s e
fopping. The_Toppings, re_prolific
bobices them they Shanped the century.  They bott joined the Club:CM.
in 1866 and Amoy n 1871, Ho was very friendly ::‘m with Joseph Jackson
two

e an
achromatic.microscope. dedicated his Practical Treatise on the
Use of the Microscope to Lister.

When he joined the College he was also Demonstrator of
Minute Anatomy, 3 post which carried the i

£ Volurmes of the Descriptive and ustrated Catwiogue of the ese
olletions. " Hia Pracical Trotise on the Use of the Microscope wes
nd

pubnshw in 1848, with revised edii ied nto
German, it was published at i ey e
pubined i s name, most of them i the Tramsdctions of the Micro-

scopical Socity of Lomdon,
im from ll parts of the world, He made a number

of avestigations outside his immediate. duti s consulted on
numerous matters. Consort_came to him about having some
alterations and_improvements_ large silver microscoy
pericularly i respect of r lenses with which it was

The d_instruction
from Queb roved ingtrument and on mounting
specimens. It was as by no means 2
oo in matiery G microstopy.. The foregoing incident 3 recorded in My
Sayings ma Doings by his brother the Reverond Willam, who' was
present when th microsops wes breugt by the P

A very interosting series o tigatons n. which ¥ wes nvelsed
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concerned the presence of human hair and skin under the nails of church
joors, He examined 2 number of such spocimens and published  paper

confirming_the local tradition of a Danish raider of churches, who was
Rught i the act and fayed aliv and'his skin blted under  plate on the

o uss, st staying with N brother Willam, who s then fust
al ¥ of Wartington, rofessor Queletc gave
ot o el 5 2 large andionce - the Wartingion Musc il n
yas ilustated by mumerous arge drawings and according to the roporte
from, the Warringon Guardian & was delivred in an sasy loqual sivie
and hst:nad ‘o in * breathless silence " by a large
incident from Willam's book tmust suffice, He fud organised
ob e e o parishoners, from Wa London in
June 1657, In three days they visited.all the principl it of e, .
Including the Tower ehd Crystal Palace. Several hundred. vistod
mussum of the Callge of Surgeons and vere shawn round by Profeso
i, who had carlier lechred G- them at the Crytal Palace and
Ammpnmed them on their sight-seeing.
7 he was elocted to Fellowship of the Linnean Society, and in
1860 i e Koyl Soeie: S gie same year he relinguished his position

‘the Microscopigal Socity, 4 post

Fad s ¥ Fart o years fter the fogndin

His heath was failing, and. he raquested iat they shovl

with thei creste i i feer

‘Thowever, and found that he had, in fact, been ele
prevented from attendi iy £

attending any m ina
51 his year of ofice he geliversd i Prssizenial ‘Address. The Address is
in the Transactions ociety. This may well have been the
Gccasion of his last e b v o 5 S o o
‘months later he el on 30 Koo 5t Pangbourne in Berkshire, Of him,

led
above al he wat honest and, candid in recording his observatons, K

i ‘were mainl rmining
{acte, leaving 6 thers to draw the infrences m:y s ity wereant

Wien e lod ratlouy shanes sers e st tn commencente e
name, The Microscopical Soci chased some buoks and instruments
from i eplecton, Jaiading a SHORGH. exampls Of & Beajuina Mart
micoscope and the Manclster Literary and, Philosopiical Sociry,
Microscopical Section, with funds they had raiscd, bought a microscope an
had it eheraved In Remembrance of the lato Professor Quokett - April
1862 e suggestion to set up some form of permanent memoria
nothing materialised and it remaincd for throe men o assaciate his name
with 2 newly-projected club four years later.
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